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WEEK 9 – MEETING TIMELINE & INSTRUCTION 

	
Message Notes:  Unanswered Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Big Ideas: 
-We have to be careful how we interpret “unanswered prayer” 
-We must come to terms with the partial nature of this life, we won’t 
always receive our desired answer to prayers  
-The goal of this life is not unending breakthrough, but the beauty of 
Christ  
 
Stage 1: (5 Minutes) 
 

Check-In. Starting with the leader say first and last name, what resonated in the talk, and 
what’s been the focus of your thoughts this past week.  Make short, concise statement (3 
sentences or less) and then finish with “I’m In!”  Go around the circle. 

 
Stage 2: (10 Minutes) Group Discussion  
 

• Take 5 minutes to share any victories from healing prayers or using the daily prayer in the 
mornings.  What have been the biggest “Aha!” moments of this study so far? 
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How	have	you	been	interpreting	unanswered	prayers?		Can	you	see	
“agreements”	getting	in?	What	have	those	unanswered	prayers	caused	you	to	
believe	about	God?		About	yourself?		About	prayer?	
	
	
What	unanswered	prayers	have	been	particularly	hard	for	you	personally?	
	
Paul	saw	some	pretty	staggering	answers	to	prayer	as	he	fought	for	the	early	
church.		He	healed	people,	cast	out	demons,	brought	salvation	to	thousands,	
and	raised	the	dead!		AND	he	was	shipwrecked	3	times,	5	times	he	received	“39	
lashes”,	beaten	with	rods	and	stones	until	thought	dead,	at	times	was	
homeless,	hungry,	cold,	and	betrayed.			
All	of	heaven	was	committed	to	his	success,	and	he	was	successful!	But	he	also	
knew	a	great	deal	of	heartache.		What	do	you	do	with	that	truth	in	light	of	your	
own	life?	
	
 
God is growing us all up, into something GREATER than happiness.   How does 
this idea sit with the way you live your life?   
  
 
Matthew 13:3-8 (NIV) 
 
Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. As he scattered them across his field, some 
seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. Other seeds fell on shallow soil 
with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. But the 
plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. Other 
seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. Still other seeds fell 
on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as 
much as had been planted! 

What happens to the different types of seeds in the parable? What does Jesus, the sower, say 
about the results of his own efforts?  

When we don’t receive an answer to prayer we can ask Jesus for his 
interpretation.  What promise are we given in James 1:5 when we seek Godly 
wisdom?  

James 1:5 (NLT) 

If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you 
for asking. 
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There is a time for contending, but there is also a time to let go.  How will we know when this 
time has come? What enables us to receive this discernment?   

Revelation 21:3-4 (NLT) 

I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He 
will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All 
these things are gone forever.” 

What does this say about our goal and perspective for this life?  

	

	
	
Prayer	Exercise	
 
 
Stage 3: (10 Minutes) Debrief in group 
 
Have each man share prayers they currently understand as unanswered.  Events, 
circumstances, relationships, decisions.  Have the men as a group pray for those specifically 
and look for places of discernment.  If a man is willing, have men speak of what God might be 
leading them to share with them about the particular situation.  No fixing, judging, or advice.   
	
 

 
Closing - Share & Pray 

 
Close the session by having each man go around the circle saying first and last name, a blessing they 
received from this session, and “I’m out”.   Pray and week 9 is complete! 

 
 
 

We strongly encourage you to watch more of the free videos on John’s website 
www.ransomedheart.com. Under the RHTV tab you will find a category called "live talks." Start 
with "Boot Camp Live: Session 1 The Heart of a Man" And then “Advanced Boot Camp: 
Sessions"  

 


